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IT’S ALL DOWNHILL FROM HERE - A trio of racers hit the track during the annual Soap Box Derby in St. Albert on Saturday, June 15.

Check out more photos of a fun day of ferociou:

s, gravity-assisted racing on page 36.

City commits $2.85M for
downtown affordable housing

JACK FARRELL
Jjfarrell@greatwest.ca

St. Albert will provide Homeland
Housing with $2.85 million to develop
the agency’s downtown affordable housing
project, following a 5-2 council vote on
June 18.

The project, referred to in council docu-
ments as the 22 St. Thomas Street project,
involves a mixed-use rental building that
will have 118 apartments and some street-

facing commercial space on the ground
floor. In fall 2022, council voted to trans-
fer the undeveloped 1.3-acre property to
Homeland Housing for $1. At the time, the
property was appraised at $2.65 mil-
lion. The city tried to sell the land for $3.82
million in 2019 but didn’t receive any offers.

As part of the city’s land transfer agree-
ment with the agency, at least 55 per cent
of the building’s rental units will need to be
maintained as below-market housing for a
minimum of 30 years.

Homeland Housing, which is a pub-
lic non-profit housing provider that
operates in nine communities, originally
requested St. Albert put up $2.19 million in
funding towards the project’s capital costs
in order to “strengthen” the organization’s
grant applications, but council decided to
provide the agency with $655,000 on top
of its request to ensure the city’s contri-
bution totals 12 per cent of the project’s
overall cost.

SEE AFFORDABLE HOUSING ON 4

St. Albert
bus bill
rises
$963,000
for 2026

JACK FARRELL
ifarrell@greatwest.ca

St. Albert will need to spend an
additional $963,000 in 2026 to pur-
chase nine new transit buses to replace
some of its existing fleet, bringing the
total cost for that year to nearly $9.25
million.

The nearly $1 million increase is
in line with a similar budget increase
council approved last month to the
city’s three-year spending plan to
expand the transit fleet by two and to
replace 17 of the city’s existing diesel
buses, which have reached the end
of, or superseded, their 18-year life
expectancy.

With council approving another
budget increase on June 18, the city’s
three-year spending plan now involves
$1.83 million this year to purchase the
two new buses needed to introduce
transit service in Jensen Lakes and
Riverside; about $10.5 million in 2025
to purchase eight replacement buses;
and $9.23 million to purchase nine
replacement buses in 2026.

A report to council written by city
fleet manager Tom Kumka says that
2026 increase of $963,000 is a result
of negotiations between the city and
Canadian bus manufacturer Nova Bus
Inc., the company supplying St. Albert
with the new buses.

SEE BUS REPLACEMENTS ON 5

SEE YOU IN THE FALL

Aug 19 - Bellerose Office Opens
Aug 28 - First Day of Classes
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St. Albert Soap

Box Derby launches
12th running

ANNA BOROWIECKI
aborowiecki@greatwest.ca

Kids and families brought their best
derby cars out to St. Vital Road over the
weekend for the 12th year of the Fountain
Tire St. Albert Soap Box Derby.

The race was run on the hilly St. Vital
Road on Saturday, June 15, with 170 antici-
pated racers registered in three categories:
6 to 8 years, 9 to 11 years, and 12 to 14
years. Only a handful failed to pick up their
race-day packages.

One of the participants, Ahmed
Al-maamari, 10, first raced last year.

“The first year was challenging because
I was new, but this year it was pretty
decent. I had my family helping me;” said
Al-maamari.

When asked how it felt tearing down the
hill he excitedly replied, “It felt like there
was a ton of air going straight at you while
you're going down a cliff”

To give every racer a sporting chance,
all carts were built from authorized kits
to look like go-cart vehicles and painted
in a variety of colours and designs. Some
even carried weights for extra stability and
speed.

While waiting for races to start, carts
lined up at the top of the hill. Designs and
paint jobs ran the gamut from flame throw-
ers, Super Mario, Bat Man and Oilers logos
all the way to a red Honey Bug, a yellow
cheese wagon, a 1950s purple Pontiac and
several nods to Disney.

St. Vital was temporarily closed to traffic
and racers took part in elimination rounds.
Every cart was sorted into three heats with
different racers in each heat. Volunteers
kept track of times and scores. They com-
piled a series of semifinals and finals where
three racers barreled down the hill.

At times, wheels fell off the cart, or driv-

Racers are speeding
down the track in
their cute cars during
the annual derby.

ers spun their vehicle around, effectively
stopping in the middle of the road. Many
older racers blasted down the track, delib-
erately smashing into straw bales set up
past the finish line to stop speeding carts.

Although winners’ names were unavail-
able at the Gazette’s press deadline, several
racers and crowd supporters shared their
experiences.

Jake Barbeau, 13, had completed his race
and was sitting on the sidelines watch-
ing racers manoeuvre their cart down the
track.

“When you're watching, the race looks
really slow. But when you're in the cart, it
feels like you're going 100, Barbeau said.

The Gazette asked Barbeau what the
scariest moments of the race were.

“It’s the drop off from the ramp and get-
ting pinched when two other riders close in
on you and you have to hit the brakes. But
the speed is thrilling. It’s exhilarating. You
feel the adrenaline going through you,” said
the 5-foot three-inch racer who plans to
build a new cart next year to accommodate
his increased growth.

Dave Scragg, a member of the Alberta

Above: Leta
Rausch, four,
cheers on her

Iron Indians Pontiac Club, came to watch cousin Sawyer

club members children and grandchildren with her dad

race. The club built a cart, and every year it Max.

draws names from among members family

for racers. Left: A wild
“It's a great club. The camaraderie is driver tries to

wonderful and this is such a fun event”  get control of
Andy Bebres from Spruce Grove simply their car

accompanied a friend to the races. :::rng Spin

“This is fantastic. [ haven’t seen some-
thing like this since I was 11 years old. The
kids are having a great time. And we're hav-
ing great weather for a change,” said Bebres.
“It’s so family-oriented. There’s no electron-
ics — just good old-fashioned gravity.

St. Albert Soap Box Derby information is
available at stalbertsoapboxderby.ca. Bl
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during the
annual Soap
Box Derby in

Zelda Wiens sparkles her way across the finish line.
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Left: Michael Sands

of Fountain Tire
presented the winning
wheels to Nolan
Beaudreau, Gabriele
Danese and Malcolm
Wolfe, all 11, who took
the top three spots

in the 9-11 year old
category.

Right: This pink

princess was laser
focused during her
race down the hill.

A trio had a photo finish at the end of their very close race.



